
THE ALEXANDRIA DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE, ON THIS NINTH DAY OF MAY 2014, 
HEREBY PRESENTS ITS LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD TO THE  

HONORABLE RICHARD R. G. HOBSON  
 
 The Honorable Richard R. G. Hobson has served the Democratic Party, the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, the City of Alexandria, and his neighborhood, Seminary Hill, with 
distinction. 
 
 Dick Hobson attended MacArthur Elementary School and George Washington High 
School, and graduated from Episcopal High School. He attended Princeton on a Navy ROTC 
scholarship, graduated magna cum laude, and then served as an officer in the U.S. Navy before 
attending and graduating from Harvard Law School. By 1964, Dick had moved back to 
Alexandria and soon joined the Alexandria Democratic Committee. 
 
 Dick Hobson entered politics in an era characterized by turmoil and conflict as Virginia, 
Alexandria and the Democratic Party wrestled with civil rights issues. In 1976 Dick was elected 
to the Virginia House of Delegates, where he served two terms. He was a leader among the 
progressive Democrats in Alexandria and Richmond, moving the party forward on civil rights 
and fighting the segregationists. 
 
 In Alexandria, Dick has been a hardworking and loyal member of the Alexandria 
Democratic Committee for nigh five decades. He served as chair of the ADC, chair and member 
of the Eighth Congressional District Democratic Committee, and member of the Democratic 
State Central Committee. As chair of the ADC’s Resolutions Committee, Dick guided many a 
resolution to passage. As precinct committeeman for the MacArthur Precinct, he became known 
as Mr. Democrat in the MacArthur neighborhood. In rain, sleet, and biting cold, every election 
day Dick was standing outside his elementary school, greeting his friends and neighbors, and 
urging a vote for his Democrats. 
 
 Dick’s service on behalf of the Seminary Hill Association is legendary. Once its 
President, and always a champion for neighborhoods, Dick again and again has been a 
thoughtful advocate for residential neighborhoods in all of Alexandria. A land use lawyer by 
profession, Dick coached generations of Alexandria civic activists on how to effectively engage 
developers and City Council to achieve results that benefitted Alexandria residents. 
 
 Dick has served in leadership positions at his church, Episcopal Emanuel Church on the 
Hill and on the board of the Alexandria Library. He also has served on the board of The 
Shenandoah Valley Battlefield Foundation. 
 
 Richard Hobson has led a life of service: Devoted to his family – his wonderful and 
wonderfully patient and understanding wife Kay and their children and grandchildren, devoted 
to his church, devoted to his community – his neighborhood, his city, his state, his country – 
and devoted to his Democratic Party. The Honorable Richard R. G. Hobson, we thank you. 
 


